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ARAB FILMS FEATURED IN MAY AND JUNE AT 
THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 


(Cleveland, Ohio) The Cleveland Museum of Art is pleased to announce the presentation of 
an Arab Film Festival, May 4 to June 1, 1997. Five years after the museum’s survey of 
Egyptian cinema, this series samples contemporary filmmaking in five other Arab countries 
or regions — Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, Algeria, and Tunisia. Despite a common language, 
these nine movies sport great diversity. Tale of Three Jewels (May 7), The Night (May 14), 
and City Dreams (June 1) are all coming-of-age sagas that focus on young Arab boys in 
turbulent times. Al Leja (May 4) and Stars in Broad Daylight (May 21) are condemnations 
of paternalistic Arab society. Haifa (May 7), Cheb (May 21), and The Greedy Ones (May 
25) are also societal critiques, dealing with such issues as refugees, racism, and consumer- 
ism. Finally, Navigators of the Desert (May 25) is a dazzling one-of-a-kind, an exotic 
account of sand creatures and desert apparitions that has been likened to The Arabian 
Nights. Eight of the movies are Cleveland premieres; all are being toured by the Pacific 
Film Archive with funding from The Rockefeller Foundation. Admission to each program 
(including three double features) is $5, CM A members $4. 


Sun/4 May, 1:30 Al Leja (The Land of Leja) (Syria, 

1995, color, subtitles, 84 min.) directed by Ryad Chaia. 
A young married woman living in a Druze village in 
southern Syria in the 1940s takes steps to escape her 
stifling, paternalistic society. Cleveland premiere. 

Wed/7 May, 7:00 Haifa (Palestine/The Netherlands, 

1996, color, subtitles, 75 min.) directed by Rashid 
Masharawi, with Mohammad Bakri. Life in a Palestin- 
ian refugee camp is filtered through the eyes of a local 
fool in the new film from the director of Curfew. 
Cleveland premiere. 

Tale of the Three Jewels (Palestine/Belgium/ 

Britain, 1995, color, subtitles, 100 min.) directed by 
Michel Khleifi. A 12-year-old Palestinian boy escapes 
his unhappy world by retreating into his imagination, 
where he embarks on a mystical quest for three 
diamonds. From the director of Wedding in Galilee. 

Wed/14 May, 7:30 The Night (Syria/Lebanon/France, 
1992, color, subtitles, 120 min.) directed by Mohamad 
Malas. Haunting saga of a young village boy living 
with his mother and disturbed father in the Golan 
Heights during the late 1930s and 1940s. Cleveland 
premiere. 


Wed/21 May, 6:15 Stars in Broad Daylight (Syria, 1988, 
color, subtitles, 115 min.) directed by Usama 
Muhammad. A wedding turns into a funeral in this potent 
dissection of patriarchal oppression and family and 
political violence. Cleveland premiere. 

Cheb (France/Algeria, 1991, color, subtitles, 82 min.) 
directed by Rachid Bouchareb. A young Algerian who 
has lived in France since early childhood is deported to 
Algeria, where he is ostracized. Cleveland premiere. 

Sun/25 May, 1:30 Navigators of the Desert (Tunisia/ 
France, 1984, color, subtitles, 95 min.) directed by Nacer 
Khemir. Nothing is quite what it seems in this magical 
mirage of a movie, about a young teacher at a desert 
school who is soon visited by legendary figures who 
materialize out of thin air. “Masterful. ..Like a sand storm 
that, for an instant, borrows the shape of a story.” - 
Pacific Film Archive calendar. Cleveland premiere. 

The Greedy Ones (Syria, 1991, colof, subtitles, 90 
min.) directed by Raymond Boutros. Three brothers fight 
over shares of an inheritance in this drama that criticizes 
modern Syrian society. Cleveland premiere. 

Sun/1 June, 1:30 City Dreams (Syria, 1983, color, 
subtitles, 126 min.) directed by Mohamad Malas. A 
young boy living in Damascus in the 1950s and early 60s 
witnesses tumult in the streets and brutality at home. 

From the director of The Night. Cleveland premiere. 
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